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Blurring boundaries between the indoors and outdoors,

Kunal Maniar creates magic with a sea of green at ‘Mirrabelle’,
a weekend home in Thal, Alibag
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Current landscaping trends implemented in this project arexeriscaping Tors anelopos he ocuzs, proveimg e

and planting indigenous species. Peopleareconsdously shifting away n:'""‘dw:”pd"”.i'h"d"
. . . . s - o you through a wonderfully dense boscage o

fromimported and high-maintenance, water-intensive, exotic spedies. .. tropical planting

something | couldn't behappier about!
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KUNAL
MANIAR

al Architect, Kunal
@l Maniar and Associates -

a i
form the ethos of Kunal's practice.
two decades, the South Mumbai-t
pectrum of
ging from luxury hospitality projects, city
houses and cosy weekend homes among
others. Their esteemed clientele includes
inent personalities such
Ambanis’, Shah Rukh Knhan, and Mahendra
Singh Dhoni among others

Enormous calathea
lutea leaves act as

a filler between the
wooden gazebo and
the pavilion, lending a
sense of intimacy to the
space. Every element
of this landscape has
thoughtiully been
executed by Kunal along
with his valuable team
members, Aayushi
Pendhari, Pandurang
Patil and Tejas Kathe.

prawled over two aares, this landscape haven in
Alibag takes inspiration from theideals of tropical
living. Landlocked, there was nothing interesting
about the immediate surroundings, offering

unal Maniar the challenge of forging a symbiotic
ationship between the landscape and the home,
afeat hetook on excitedly.

With the architecture being moulded by Kersi Kapadia and
theinterior design being helmed by Kavita Trivedi, this houseis
constructed in the heart of the property. Divided into two
halves, organically giving way to a straightforward lavout, it has
afront and back garden, both planned with individualistic
themes, plush with tropical planting of mostly native species.

“When I first saw the property, [ knew I would modify the
existing hardscape, such as thejarring sharp-edged tarred
driveway. We changed it to gravel, which reduced the sharpness,
and made the path blend seamlessly with the softscape” says
Kunal about a key design element.

An old water tower was refurbished, giving it a new identity.
This provides viewers a vantage point from which they can
observetheentire property. A curtain of ivy acawling up the
towering structure lends it the charm of an old Bavarian castle.

Greeting visitors with ariot of colours, the driveway is lined

with avibrant palette of mixed plantations, from wherethey can
seea sun-kissed lawn interspersed with native trees. Gradually
leaving the colour behind, a sanctum of sweet-scented white
flowers encompasses the back garden. Mature indigenous
frangipanis stand tall around the pool, providing shadeto the
jacuzzi. A day bed is tucked on the side to form an open lounge
area, whilea gigantic plant envelopes the entire pavilion.

To combat the harsh Alibag sun, sufficient shaded spots that
could be enjoyed in any weather have been incorporated. Water
scarcity, another geographical challenge was sensitivdy tackled
by maximising permesable spaces.

When talking about the planning perspective of the bungalow,
Kunal said, “Flat-roof terraces at different levels with seating
aress awarded unscathed vistas of the surrounding gardens,
which made mefocus on the bird’s eye view whilst planningtheir
landscape, owing to the fact that these views would beseen alot
from above.”

Whilethe whole property is a showstopper, the frangipani
trees win hands down. Minimising challenges by turning
constraints into opportunities, Kunal has shown exemplary
landscape architecture expertisein Amit Sabharwal and Gayatri
Khanna Sabharwal's holiday home. &l
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